


Principles for Permitted Uses in Prime Agricultural Areas 

• agriculture remains the principal use in prime 
agricultural areas 

• prime agricultural areas are protected for future 
generations 

• land taken out of agricultural production, if any, is 
minimal 

• normal farm practices are able to continue 
unhindered 

• uses are compatible with agricultural uses 

  



Agricultural Use 
Proposed Definition (PPS) 
Agricultural uses: means the growing of crops, 
including nursery, biomass and horticultural crops; 
raising of livestock; raising of other animals for food, 
fur or fibre, including poultry and fish; aquaculture;  
apiaries; agro-forestry; maple syrup production; and 
associated on-farm buildings and structures, 
including, but not limited to livestock facilities, 
manure storages, value-retaining facilities and 
accommodation for full-time farm labour when the 
size and nature of the operation requires additional 
employment. 
PPS Criteria For Agricultural Uses 
1. The growing of crops, raising of livestock and 
raising of other animals for food, fur or fibre 
2. Includes associated on-farm buildings and 
structures, including, but not limited to livestock 
facilities, manure storages, value-retaining 
facilities, and accommodation for full-time farm 
labour when the size and nature of the operation 
requires additional employment 



3. All types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses 
shall be promoted and protected in accordance with 
provincial standards 
4. Normal farm practices shall be promoted and 
protected in accordance with provincial standards 
Value-Retaining Facilities Characteristics 
• maintain the quality of agricultural commodities 
(i.e., prevent spoilage) or provide a minimum amount 
of processing to make an agricultural commodity 
saleable 
• agricultural commodities are produced on the farm 
Examples: controlled-atmosphere storage, cleaning, 
grading, drying, sorting, evaporating maple sap into 
syrup, honey extraction, simple (bulk) packaging 
  



Guidelines on Permitted Uses in Ontario's Prime Agricultural Areas 

2.1.2 Examples of Agricultural Uses 

Figure 1 provides examples of uses that may be agricultural uses if they meet all of the applicable PPS criteria. 

Cropland (all crops including 

biomass and sod)* 

Christmas trees and 

nurseries* 

Cold storage 

(farm's own use only) 

Greenhouse for 

growing plants 

Pastureland 

Barns, manure storages and 
other associated buildings 

and structures 

Mushroom farm** 

Minimum amount of 

processing to make a 

produce saleable (e.g., 

evaporating maple sap, 

extracting honey)* 

Feedlot 

Grain dryers and feed 

storages (e.g., bunkers, silos 
or gravity bins for farm's own 

use only) 

Washing, sorting, 
grading (farm's own 

commodities only)* 

Horse farm (breeding, raising, 
boarding, maintaining, 

training) including stables 

and indoor or outdoor riding 
arena/tracks* 

Figure 1. Examples of agricultural uses provided all PPS criteria are met. 
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Aquaculture 

Accommodation for 
full-time farm labour* 

Farm implementjdriveshed 

(farm's own use only)* 

Tobacco kiln or smoke barn* 

*Source: Shutterstock 

**Source: Mushrooms Canada 



Examples of Uses that Would Typically Not be 
Agricultural Uses 
• dog kennels 
• grain dryers or mechanical garages serving 

several producers/customers 
• retail operations 
• landscape businesses 
• off-season vehicle storages 
• recreational facilities such as campsites, golf 

courses, fairgrounds, racetracks or ball parks 
• restaurants 

  



On-Farm Diversified Uses 
Proposed Definition (PPS) 
On-farm diversified uses: means uses that are 
secondary to the principal agricultural use of the 
property, and are limited in area. On-farm diversified 
uses include, but are not limited to, home 
occupations, home industries, agri-tourism uses, 
and uses that produce value-added agricultural 
products. 
PPS Criteria for On-Farm Diversified Uses 

1. Located on a farm 
2. Secondary to the principal agricultural use of 

the property 
3. Limited in area 
4. Includes, but is not limited to, home 

occupations, home industries, agri-tourism uses 
and uses that produce value-added agricultural 
products 

5. Shall be compatible with, and shall not hinder, 
surrounding agricultural operations 

  





Proposed Area Calculations for On-Farm 
Diversified Uses 
• on-farm diversified uses may occupy no more 

than 2% of the property on which the uses are 
located, to a maximum of 1 ha 

• the gross floor area of buildings used for on-farm 
diversified uses is limited (e.g., 20% of the 2%). If 
the maximum area of 1 ha is used, the maximum 
floor area is 2,000 m2 

• existing laneways shared between agricultural 
uses and on-farm diversified uses are not counted 

• area of existing buildings or structures, built prior 
to April 30, 2014, occupied by on-farm diversified 
uses is discounted (e.g., 50%) 

• area of new buildings, structures, setbacks, 
outdoor storage, landscaped areas, berms, 
laneways, parking, etc. are counted at 100% 

  









Zoning Revisions 
• Add new definitions of "Agricultural Use", "Agri-

Tourism Use", "Farm", "Farm Building Cluster", 
"Normal Farm Practices", "On-Farm Diversified 
Uses". 

• Amend the permitted uses of the Agricultural (A) 
zone to include "On-Farm Diversified Uses" 

• Amend the building regulations the Agricultural 
(A) zone to establish the following regulations: 
 

Minimum Lot Area:    10 ha 
Minimum Lot Frontage:   120 m 
Minimum Front Yard:   12.5 m 
Minimum Rear Yard:   7.5 m 
Minimum Side Yard:   3.0 m 
Minimum Exterior Side Yard: 12.5 m 
  



Additional Residential Units in the Agricultural 
Zone 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this by-law to 
the contrary, in any Agricultural (A) zone, one 
Additional Dwelling Unit shall be permitted within a 
single detached, subject to the following: 

• An additional dwelling unit must have a gross floor 
area that is less than or equal to the gross floor 
area of the dwelling already in the building. 

• An additional dwelling unit shall have one parking 
space that is provided and maintained for the sole 
use of the occupant of the additional dwelling unit.  

• An additional dwelling unit shall have a separate 
private entrance; 

• No additional driveway access from the street 
shall be created. 

• In addition to the foregoing, one additional 
dwelling unit shall be permitted within a building 
that is ancillary to a single detached dwelling, 
subject to these additional regulations: 

• An additional dwelling unit (detached) shall not be 
severed from the lot containing the single 
detached dwelling.  

• An additional dwelling unit (detached) must 
comply with the provisions for accessory buildings 



Notwithstanding the foregoing, the maximum 
accessory building height shall be 8.0 m. 

• Any additional dwelling unit (detached) must have 
a gross floor area that is less than or equal to the 
gross floor area of the dwelling already in the 
building. 

• An additional dwelling unit (detached) shall 
comply with MDS requirements, except where 
such dwelling unit is located no closer to existing 
manure storage, or anaerobic digesters, or 
livestock facilities than the existing dwelling on the 
same lot. 

• An additional dwelling unit (detached) shall be 
located within the Farm Building Cluster and no 
more than 61 m (200 ft) from the existing single 
detached dwelling on the lot. 

• An additional dwelling unit (detached) shall be 
subject to site plan control pursuant to Section 41 
of the Planning Act. 

 




